THE    UNSEEN   REVOLUTION
" a general economic crisis, is to give our revolution too harmless
character. There is a striking resemblance in this to the lack of
nderstanding a hundred and fifty years ago of the French
.evolution and its technique. In the memorable twenty-five
sars of the British opposition to that revolution, a clearer under-
.anding gradually dawned, leading in the end to Gastlereagh's
cceptance of one of the most pregnant of the principles of the
involution, his recognition of the fact that the war against
fapoleon was no longer a war of the Cabinets but of the peoples.
Lt that time the idea of a peoples5 war was as suspect in the eyes
f official politicians as the present-day idea of a world revolution.
Transferring this example to the present, we might expect from
he leading statesmen of this country the recognition that what is
LOW in progress is no longer a war between two empires for
tegemony in Europe, or a war of self-defence of one Power against
he aggression of another, but a universal civil war, proceeding in
very nation and on every continent.
Moral indignation about the Revolution will be of no more
ervice than blindness to it. It is an incursion of irrational elements
nto our civilized world, and it is therefore of necessity barbaric
md destructive. It is the consequence of a development which
nust continue to its final stage. Anti-humanism, barbarism,
exists already in the instrument of human progress, the machine.
Progress and barbarism are more closely connected than Sigmund
Freud imagined. They are interrelated of necessity.
A naive view of technical progress sees in it only the triumph of
the human will and reason over Nature. It fails to realize the
change it brings in man himself, his own subjection to the
machine. The machine has changed human consciousness. It has
created new automatisms in men's souls. It is the source of a
deep emotional disturbance. In such a situation, with a uni-
versally weakened and excitable mentality, the popular pastime
of exposing all ideologies and ethical standards has destroyed essen-
tial spiritual inhibitions and delivered men into bondage to their
reactions to chance excitations and impulses. A favourable soil is
created for a particular misuse of instinctive forces of society, a
misuse which has euphemistically been christened Propaganda.
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